~+ The Acme Folding Boat
Company Building, 432 E. Pearl
St. ‘ ‘

The Lighthouse Baptist
Church
201 N. Fourth St.

. (Formerly the United Brethren

in Christ Church)
The brick church located at
201 N. Fourth St. was built by
_the congregation of the United
Brethren in Christ Church in
1882. It was formally dedicated
on.June 3, 1883. On November
17, 1946, the United Brethren
Church and the Evangelical
Church united to become the
First Evangelical United
Brethren Church. This congrega-
tion outgrew the building and
moved to another location in

1960. The building also served-

the congregation of the Freewill
Baptist Church until members of
the Lighthouse Baptist Church
made it their home in recent
months. Pastor Rick Carr and his
wife Sharon began the
Lighthouse Baptist Church by
inviting new members to join
them for services held at a local
meeting room. Today they are
happy to invite area residents to

: original wood

nain. &

Folding Boat
~ y Building
432 E. Pearl St.
(Owned by Ll

Doug and Betsy Griffith)

- The triangular-shaped brick
building located at 432 E. Pearl
St. was built by the Acme
Folding Boat Company in 1890.
The company produced two
styles of boats, the Acme Flat
Bottom Boat and the Eureka
Round Bottom Boat. The wood
framed and canvas boats were
favored by travelers because
they could be easily folded and
carried when trekking across
land. Writer Lowell Thomas is
known to have used an Acme
Folding Boat during his travels.
Folding boats were made in this
building through the 1950’s.

During the 1970’s, a train
derailment caused a train car to
come through the side of the
building facing the railroad
tracks and brick replacement
became a necessity. In 1983,
Mark and John Gilbert remod-
eled the site and soon after sold
it to the current owners.

Today the building presents a
pleasant combination of historic
industrial architecture and mod-
ern office space. Doug and
Betsy Griffith use the building

as office space for their compa-
ny, Business Plans. The first
floor is occupied by
Haffenbrack’s Graphic Design
Studio.

Visitors on the tour can view
the patterns used to make the
wooden frames and an actual
canvas boat on display in the

The Lighthouse Baptist Church

building’s atrium. Architect:
features of the building incl
hammered glasswork salva
from the old Reynolds ¢
Reynolds Building in Dayt
solid walnut wood working |
glimpses of heavy timber be:
showing above new clean wl

walls.



